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shall cooperate in the selection and use 
of channels in order to reduce inter-
ference. This includes monitoring for 
communications in progress and any 
other measures as may be necessary to 
minimize interference. Licensees suf-
fering or causing harmful interference 
within a communications zone are ex-
pected to cooperate and resolve this 
problem by mutually satisfactory ar-
rangements. If the licensees are unable 
to do so, the Commission may impose 
restrictions including specifying the 
transmitter power, antenna height and 
direction, additional filtering, or area 
or hours of operation of the stations 
concerned. Further the use of any 
channel at a given geographical loca-
tion may be denied when, in the judg-
ment of the Commission, its use at 
that location is not in the public inter-
est; the use of any channel may be re-
stricted as to specified geographical 
areas, maximum power, or such other 
operating conditions, contained in this 
part or in the station authorization. 

(c) Safety/public safety priority. The 
following access priority governs all 
DSRCS operations: 

(1) Communications involving the 
safety of life have access priority over 
all other DSRCS communications; 

(2) Subject to a Control Channel pri-
ority system management strategy (see 
ASTM E2213–03 DSRC Standard at 
§ 4.1.1.2(4)) DSRCS communications in-
volving public safety have access pri-
ority over all other DSRC communica-
tions not listed in paragraph (c)(1) of 
this section. On-Board Units (OBUs) 
operated by state or local govern-
mental entities are presumptively en-
gaged in public safety priority commu-
nications. 

(d) Non-priority communications. 
DSRCS communications not listed in 
paragraph (c) of this section are non- 
priority communications. If a dispute 
arises concerning non-priority DSRCS- 
OBU communications with Roadside 
Units (RSUs), the provisions of 
§§ 90.377(e) and (f) of this chapter will 
apply. Disputes concerning non-pri-
ority DSRCS-OBU communications not 
associated with RSUs are governed by 
paragraph (b) of this section. 
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Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 97.1 Basis and purpose. 
The rules and regulations in this part 

are designed to provide an amateur 
radio service having a fundamental 
purpose as expressed in the following 
principles: 

(a) Recognition and enhancement of 
the value of the amateur service to the 
public as a voluntary noncommercial 
communication service, particularly 
with respect to providing emergency 
communications. 

(b) Continuation and extension of the 
amateur’s proven ability to contribute 
to the advancement of the radio art. 

(c) Encouragement and improvement 
of the amateur service through rules 
which provide for advancing skills in 
both the communication and technical 
phases of the art. 

(d) Expansion of the existing res-
ervoir within the amateur radio service 
of trained operators, technicians, and 
electronics experts. 

(e) Continuation and extension of the 
amateur’s unique ability to enhance 
international goodwill. 

§ 97.3 Definitions. 

(a) The definitions of terms used in 
part 97 are: 

(1) Amateur operator. A person named 
in an amateur operator/primary license 
station grant on the ULS consolidated 
licensee database to be the control op-
erator of an amateur station. 

(2) Amateur radio services. The ama-
teur service, the amateur-satellite 
service and the radio amateur civil 
emergency service. 

(4) Amateur service. A 
radiocommunication service for the 
purpose of self-training, intercommuni-
cation and technical investigations 
carried out by amateurs, that is, duly 
authorized persons interested in radio 
technique solely with a personal aim 
and without pecuniary interest. 

(5) Amateur station. A station in an 
amateur radio service consisting of the 
apparatus necessary for carrying on 
radiocommunications. 

(6) Automatic control. The use of de-
vices and procedures for control of a 
station when it is transmitting so that 
compliance with the FCC Rules is 
achieved without the control operator 
being present at a control point. 

(7) Auxiliary station. An amateur sta-
tion, other than in a message for-
warding system, that is transmitting 
communications point-to-point within 
a system of cooperating amateur sta-
tions. 

(8) Bandwidth. The width of a fre-
quency band outside of which the mean 
power of the transmitted signal is at-
tenuated at least 26 dB below the mean 
power of the transmitted signal within 
the band. 

(9) Beacon. An amateur station trans-
mitting communications for the pur-
poses of observation of propagation and 
reception or other related experi-
mental activities. 

(10) Broadcasting. Transmissions in-
tended for reception by the general 
public, either direct or relayed. 
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